
Tuesday, December 2

8 – 9:30 a.m. Registration/Exhibit Viewing

9:30 – 10 a.m. Mission Control:  
Welcome and opening remarks
Unveiling of the 2009 March Disability Awareness  
Month campaign and poster

10 – 11:30 a.m. Keynote Session
Present Reality: Future Journey
Status Check: David Braddock, Ph.D., executive director 
of the University of Colorado’s Coleman Institute for 
Cognitive Disabilities, will report on the State of the  
State in Disability Services and how Indiana compares 
with other states and national trends.

Quest for New Worlds: A panel of Indiana experts will 
respond from their particular viewpoints on the direction 
of Indiana services.

11:30 a.m. – noon Break/Exhibit Viewing

Noon - 2 p.m. Lunch 
First Encounters: Federal election  
results and the disability agenda
Curt Decker, J.D., executive director of the National 
Disability Rights Network, will discuss the impact of 
this year’s federal elections and what is likely to happen 
when the new crew takes their stations in January. 

2 – 2:15 p.m. Break

2:15 – 4 p.m Concurrent Workshops

4 – 4:15 p.m. Break

4:15 – 6 p.m. Concurrent Workshops

6 – 6:30 p.m. Exhibit Viewing

6:30 – 9 p.m. Universe of Stars Reception
Come as your favorite space alien; astronaut; Star Wars, 
Star Trek or other science fiction character. Dance to  
Rock ‘N Roll music and enjoy light refreshments.

Wednesday, December 3

8 – 9:30 a.m. Registration/Exhibit Viewing

9:30 – 11:30 a.m. Plenary Session  
New Frontiers in Disability Services
Dale DiLeo, author of Raymond’s Room, will use research, 
anecdotes and captivating stories for this energetic 
session. He calls people with disabilities society’s  
“hidden citizens,” and describes a system that prevents 
people from working and living in our communities, 
despite new techniques and approaches proven effective 
in helping even those with the most serious challenges 
to be employed and to have a home to call their own. 

11:30 a.m. – Noon Break

Noon – 3:30 p.m. 
Awards Luncheon: Stars of the Galaxy
Join us as we celebrate the achievements of Indiana’s 
star contributors for 2008. We will present the Governor’s 
Council’s Community Spirit Awards, which include the 
Distinguished Leadership Awards and Disability Awareness 
Campaign Awards.

Closing Session: Cosmic Expedition
Juliette Rizzo, Ms. Wheelchair America 2005, will use  
her personal experiences and adventures to talk about  
the power of community participation. She believes  
that recognizing one’s personal power and using  
simple well-intended efforts can change the world.

Tuesday Workshops, 2:15–4 p.m.

Transportation: Riding the Comet’s Tail  
With gasoline prices reaching outer orbits, there 
is renewed interest in public transit options. What 
is in the works and how can you ensure that the 
disability community is part of the planning?

New Frontiers in Assistive Technology
For many people with disabilities, assistive 
technology is the key to employment, education 
and to just being part of the community. Staff 
members from Indiana’s new Assistive Technology 
Act (INDATA) program will provide information 
about innovative solutions, let you get your hands 
on some assistive technology and discuss policy 
issues in assistive technology and resources.

YouTube and Beyond: Using the  
Social Web to Transform the Future
The Internet is more than just documents 
floating through space. The Social Web is 
about connecting with other people and sharing 
information, news, opinions and media. This 
workshop will explore how you can use social Web 
sites like YouTube, Digg and Facebook to shape 
opinion about disability issues and promote the 
causes most important to you.

Systems Go: Influencing the  
New Congress and Administration
If you want to help make change happen, you 
need to know how to identify the key people and 
the effective ways to get your viewpoint across. 
Lunch speaker Curt Decker will offer an interactive 
workshop that will explore the art of negotiating, 
interacting with policymakers, and understanding 
power and how to influence it.

Tuesday Workshops, 4:15–6 p.m.

The ADA: Mission Community Access
Improving community access and opportunities 
is not always easy. Hear from representatives of 
two Indiana communities and ADA Indiana about 
tools and resources that can help you successfully 
advocate for change in your community. 

Waiver Services: Navigating New Worlds 
New priorities insure that eligible students leave 
school with a Support Services Waiver in place. 
Hear from advocates and families about creative 
ways to use the Waiver to support an inclusive 
lifestyle.

March Disability Awareness Month:  
Stand by for Blast Off
A new Web site and new materials for the March 
2009 campaign will inspire you to begin your 
planning. Join us to learn more, as well as to hear 
from a panel of advocates who have implemented 
exemplary campaigns. 

ArtsWORK Indiana: Exploring the  
Universe of Arts Careers 
Discover new opportunities through ArtsWORK 
Indiana. You will learn from Indiana artists with 
disabilities who will discuss how they have 
achieved success. Come and hear their advice  
on how you can launch your career.

Access Information
The Conference has accessible meeting space.  
Sign language interpreters and documents in alternate 
formats will be available. The Conference will provide 
limited personal care attendant services. Participants 
requiring substantial assistance are asked to secure their 
own attendants.

Conference participants should keep in mind that some 
of our colleagues have chemical sensitivities to such 
things as scented personal care products and smoke. 
All would appreciate your thoughtful consideration. 
Smoking is prohibited.

Author Signing of Raymond’s Room
Plenary session speaker Dale DeLio’s new book, 
Raymond’s Room, will be provided to all conference 
participants with registration materials. Be sure to take 
advantage of the opportunity to have your copy signed 
by the author. Time and location to be announced. 

Story Tent 
Conference attendees will have an opportunity to share 
their stories at the onsite “Story Tent,” which will be 
staffed by videographers and interviewers from the 
Center on Aging and Community of the Indiana Institute 
on Disability and Community.  
 
Come share your story. Every story is interesting, and 
every story is a worthwhile legacy for us all.

Annual Disability Poll
The third annual disability poll will provide an opportunity 
to share your ideas on important topics. Computers and 
tables will be set up in the registration area.

Continuing Education Units (CEUs) 
The Conference has requested approval for continuing 
education units (CEUs) through the Indiana University 
School of Social Work. 

Exhibitors and Door Prizes 
Be sure to visit our exhibitors and get a chance to win a 
door prize!  Once each exhibitor stamps the special card 
included with registration materials, write your name on 
it and turn it in. Drawings for door prizes will  
be conducted during lunch on both days.

To reserve an accessible room or to  
ask a question about arrangements for  
a scholarship recipient, please contact:
Sandy Kite Hunt 
Indiana Conference for People with Disabilities 
(317) 786-7272 (voice and fax) 
(866) 786-7272 toll-free (voice and fax) 
SKH4HOG@comcast.net (e-mail)

Lodging
You are responsible for your own accommodations 
(unless you are a scholarship recipient living 50 miles 
or more from Indianapolis). Note that non-scholarship 
recipients who need an accessible room should 
contact Sandy Kite Hunt. A block of rooms at the Hyatt 
Regency Indianapolis has been reserved at special 
rates. Please mention the Conference when registering 
to receive the discounted rate. Parking rates are in 
addition to costs below.

Host Hotel 			   Rates 
Hyatt Regency Indianapolis	 Single	  $ 89/day 
One S. Capitol Ave.		  Double	  $ 99/day 
Indianapolis, IN 46204		  Triple	  $ 109/day 
(317) 632-1234   		  Quad	  $ 119/day 
Tax rate on all rooms is 15% (not included in  
above rates). Reservation deadline is Saturday,  

November 8, 2008.

Drawings for door prizes will be  
conducted during lunch on both days.

The conference brochure is available on the 
Council’s Web site at www.in.gov/gpcpd.


